MONTAIGNE  IN  THE  TOWER

chateau was abundantly spacious, and it had
something of originality, something of old-fash-
ioned grace in its appearance.*

The tower of Montaigne, round and thickly
walled, contiguous to a square tower, with con-
nected rooms, was entered from the portal which
led to the court. On the ground floor, which
Montaigne reckons as the first story, a round and
vaulted chamber, dimly lighted by two small
apertures, served as a chapel. The stone altar
occupied a niche in the wall. A fresco of St.
Michael and the dragon was the pious decoration,
with the arms of Montaigne to right and left,
surrounded by the collar of his order. " I
bear azure/' he wrote in the essay on Names,
" seme of trefoils, or, a lion's paw of the same
fessways, armed gules." The owner of the cha-
teau valued his arms and displayed them with
pride. He thought, with a little regret, that a
son-in-law would transfer them into another fam-
ily, or that some paltry purchaser might after-
wards appropriate them for a fictitious coat.
Through an opening the chapel communicated
with the first story (called by Montaigne the sec-
ond), where in his sleeping-apartment the apolo-

* See, beside Dr. B. de St. Germain's pamphlet, the Nou-
*ueaux Documents (1850) of Dr. Payen, with its excellent
plans and pictures, and Galy and Lapeyre's Montaigne
ches lui (1861).rooms. Altogether, if not splendid, the
